Natural right is the dictate of right
reason, shewing the moral turpitude, or
moral necessity, of any act from its
agreement or disagreement with a
rational nature, and consequently that
such an act is either forbidden or
commanded by God, the author of
nature. The actions, upon which such a
dictate is given, are either binding or
unlawful in themselves, and therefore
necessarily understood to be
commanded or forbidden by God. This
mark distinguishes natural right, not only
from human law, but from the law, which
God himself has been pleased to reveal,
called, by some, the voluntary divine right,
which does not command or forbid
things in themselves either binding or
unlawful, but makes them unlawful by its
prohibition, and binding by its command.3
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